
Reading Activity 1: Reading Sight Words  

 

Aim 

 

To improve reading of sight words, i.e. frequently-used words.  

 

Estimated time needed 

 

15 minutes 

 

Materials needed 

 

 Flash cards with sight words (you may select words that your child often encounters, 

or words from the Dolch or Fry word lists). As a guide, you may wish to start with the 

first 100 words for a Primary 1 child.  

 Paper, pencil and highlighter 

 Bingo boards, snakes and ladders board, dice and/or memory cards 

 

Instructions 

 

There are a variety of ways to help your child learn how to read sight words. Here are some 

suggestions: 

 

 Play word games together with your child: 

1. Bingo 
2. Snakes and Ladders 
3. Memory 

 

 Use a multi-sensory approach with repeated practice: 

1. Prepare a stack of 10 flash cards. Pick a flash card and read the word to your 

child. 

2. Ask your child to repeat the word. 

3. Ask your child to orally spell the word while skywriting it with 2 fingers, and say 

the whole word again. Do this 3 times. 

4. Get your child to write the word on a felt cloth using his/her fingers, and say the 

whole word again. Do this 3 times. 

5. Trace over the word using a tracing paper or highlighter. Say the word after 

tracing. Do this 3 times. 

6. Write the word on a piece of paper. 
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Suitable for 

young children 



 

Bingo 

 

1. Prepare 2 sets of 2 bingo boards. Using one of the sets, cut up the boards to make a 

stack of word cards. 

2. Ask your child to draw a word card from the stack and read the word. 

a. If the word is read correctly, the player whose bingo board contains the word 

places a tick on top of the word. 

b. If a word is read incorrectly, read it out to your child and use it in a sentence 

(e.g. “Beach. We went to the beach to build sandcastles. Beach.”). Get your 

child to repeat the word. Since the word was read incorrectly the first time, no 

tick is placed on top of the word. 

3. The first person to join a line of ticks wins the game.  

Back to Reading Activity 1 
 

 

 

Snakes and Ladders 

 
1. Prepare a snakes and ladders board. 

2. The first player says the word in the box on which his/her counter is placed. 

a. If a word is read correctly, the player gets to roll the die and move forward. 

b. If a word is read incorrectly, read it out to your child and use the word in a 

sentence (e.g. “Beach. We went to the beach to build sandcastles. Beach”). 

Get your child to repeat the word. Your child gets to roll the die and move 

forward after word is repeated accurately.  

Back to Reading Activity 1 
 

 

 
Memory 

 
1. Prepare memory cards. 

2. Place the memory cards face down on the table. 

3. Each player takes turns to open 2 cards and read the words on the cards. 

a. If different words are found on both cards, the player places the cards face 

down again. 

b. If the same word is found on both cards, the player collects the cards. 

c. If a word is read incorrectly, read it out to your child and use it in a sentence 

(e.g. “Beach. We went to the beach to build sandcastles. Beach”). Get your 

child to repeat the word. Your child gets to collect the cards after the word is 

repeated accurately.  

4. The player with the most number of cards collected wins. 

Back to Reading Activity 1 
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